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It was just a tiny fire at a Univer-
sity of Kansas library Monday
night, a few flames that barely
singed some book covers.

But it could be the key that helps
investigators find an arsonist or
arsonists who had set as many as a
dozen fires since Saturday in
Johnson County. 

The latest, which occurred early
Thursday, destroyed an $8 million
assisted living center under con-
struction in Olathe and left a fire-
fighter slightly injured by falling
debris. Two smaller fires before
dawn also appeared to be linked.

Investigators have linked several
of the fires by the similar com-
pounds that were used to set
them, and on Thursday they an-
nounced that the fire at the Wat-
son Library had been started the 

KU FIRE COULD HOLD
CLUES TO AREA ARSONS
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One substance 
common to 
several fires

By RICHARD ESPINOZA 
and MELODEE HALL BLOBAUM

T h e  K a n s a s  C i t y  S t a r

FRED BLOCHER/The Kansas City Star

Crews cleared
still-smoldering
debris from the
site of the latest

arson fire in
Johnson County,
an assisted living

center under
construction

near 135th Street
and Brougham

Drive in Olathe.

See ARSON, A-8

MADRID, Spain — More than
190 people were killed and at least
1,200 were injured when terrorist
bombs ripped through trains dur-
ing the Spanish capital’s morning
rush hour Thursday.

It was the bloodiest such attack
in Spain’s history.

Government officials quickly at-
tributed the bombings, three days
before national elections, to the
Basque separatist group ETA,
which has waged a bloody 40-year
campaign for independence.

A letter to an Arabic-language
newspaper in London later
claimed the attacks were carried

out by the al-Qaida terrorist net-
work but provided no evidence.

The letter, which dubbed the ex-
plosions Operation Death Trains,
called the attacks “a way to settle
old accounts with Spain, crusader 

Bombings kill
more than 190

in Spain’s capital

Getty Images 

Rescue workers searched the wreckage of a commuter train
devastated by a bomb blast during the morning rush hour in
Madrid. 

By MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
K n i g h t  R i d d e r  N e w s p a p e r s

First glance
■ Bombs detonated on trains in

Madrid kill more than 190 people

and injure at least 1,200.

■ An al-Qaida group claims re-

sponsibility for the blasts, but

the government suspects the

Basque separatist group ETA.

See SPAIN, A-8

WASHINGTON — A distant cou-
sin of White House chief of staff
Andrew Card was charged Thurs-
day with working for the Iraqi In-
telligence Service.

Susan Lindauer, 41, was charged
with accepting $10,000 for her work
with the Iraqi Intelligence Service,
according to a federal indictment
unsealed in U.S. District Court in
New York City on Thursday.

Card turned her in to the FBI for
contacting him in the weeks before
the war allegedly on behalf of Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime.

Lindauer was thought to be the

first American charged with spying
for Iraq. 

Lindauer is a one-time journalist
and press aide to four Democratic
members of Congress. She ap-
peared in federal court in Balti-
more on Thursday and was being 

American accused
of spying for Iraq

By SHANNON McCAFFREY and
RON HUTCHESON

K n i g h t  R i d d e r  N e w s p a p e r s

First glance
■ A former congressional aide

and relative to the White House’s

chief of staff is indicted as an

Iraqi spy.

■ She is thought to be the first

American charged with spying

for Iraq.

See IRAQ, A-15

Many area nonprofit agencies
are putting out the word: They are
open for business.

Yes, for-profit business.
Squeezed by the recent reces-

sion, and under greater financial
scrutiny by potential donors, non-
profit organizations are trying to
determine how to bring in money
outside of charitable appeals —
while not losing sight of their non-
profit missions.

At the YWCA in downtown Kan-
sas City, Kan., money is beginning
to trickle in at a coffee shop on its
premises, owned and operated as
part of the YWCA’s mission.

At the Rehabilitation Institute,
trainee/employees are working at a
business set up within the Kansas
City facility to scan corporate doc-
uments onto computer disks.

At the Women’s Employment
Network, staff members are taking
their work-readiness training ex-
pertise into the paying, corporate
market.

The three enterprises are among
a growing number of income-pro-
ducing ventures launched or under
study by area nonprofit agencies. 

Nonprofits try out
for-profit enterprises

By DIANE STAFFORD
T h e  K a n s a s  C i t y  S t a r

First glance
■ Major funders urge nonprofit

agencies to “be entrepreneurial”

— to operate efficiently and to

find ways to generate earned

income.

■ Some area nonprofits are

starting money-making ventures,

but revenue covers only small

fractions of their operating ex-

penses.

See ENTREPRENEUR, A-8

BIG 12 TOURNAMENTS
Missouri men defeat Texas A&M;

K-State women lose to OU
SPORTS DAILY

SAN FRANCISCO — The Cali-
fornia Supreme Court on Thurs-
day ordered an immediate halt to
gay marriages in San Francisco. 

The court did not rule on the le-
gality of gay marriages.

Justices indicated they would

decide in the coming months
whether San Francisco’s mayor
has the authority to allow the wed-
dings, which conservatives have
fought to block.

In Massachusetts, state lawmak-
ers reconvened Thursday to con-
sider a ban on gay marriage. They
gave preliminary approval to a
proposal that would ban gay mar-

riage but allow civil unions.
Massachusetts’ highest court

ruled in November that it is un-
constitutional to prevent gays
from marrying — a ruling that
sparked a legislative scramble to
amend the state constitution.

Teary-eyed couples were 

Gay marriages hit legal wall
By DAVID KRAVETS
T h e  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s

See GAY, A-15

Federal officials — with encour-
agement from Sen. Kit Bond of

Missouri — on Thursday backed
off a plan that might have cost

Truman Medical Centers as
much as $57 million in Medicaid

funding. B-1

Medicare agency
relents on Truman
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YOU CAN’T BEAT 
A GREAT SPORTS BAR 

FOR MARCH MADNESS
PREVIEW


